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up  long 
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After  three  Jecades  of  govern- 
ment service  to  Alberta's  forests 
and  renewable  resources,  Fred 
McDougall,  Deputy  Minister, 
recently  announced  his  retire- 
ment from  Alberta  Forestry, 
Lands  and  Wildlife.  Mr. 
McDougall's  parting  reflections 
on  an  auspicious  career  begin  on 
Page  3  of  this  newsletter. 


Huestis  opening  highlights  National  Forest  Week 


With  the  theme,  "Your  Forest  — 
Your  Responsibility,"  National  Forest 
Week  1989  (May  7  - 13)  enjoyed  an  ex- 
panded Alberta  profile  this  year, 
thanks  to  a  province-wide  effort  by  the 
Alberta  Forest  Service  and  cooperat- 
ing agencies,  the  forest  industry,  and 
community  members. 

"This  year,  we  had  activities  under 
way  in  every  corner  of  the  province," 
says  Jim  Skrenek,  Chairman  of  this 
year's  Alberta  Forestry  Association 
NFW  program  in  Alberta.  "Programs 
were  unprecedented  in  most  forest 
regions.  Thanks  to  the  commitment 
and  enthusiasm  of  regional  organizing 
committees,  Alberta  broke  new 
ground  in  public  awareness  and  par- 
ticipation this  year." 

Each  year,  a  provincial  forest  cen- 
ter is  selected  from  among  Alberta's 
forestry  communities  to  serve  as  a 
focus  for  NFW  activities.  The  com- 
munity of  High  Level  was  the  Provin- 
cial Forest  Centre  for  1989,  and  the 
residents  responded  with  a  full  slate  of 
events.  "The  Town  really  got  into  the 
spirit  of  the  week,"  Mr.  Skrenek  says, 
noting  that,  "eight  different  community 
groups  organized  themselves  and 
helped  to  put  on  a  great  show  in  High 
Level." 

A  highlight  of  the  activities  was  the 
opening  ceremony  in  High  Level, 
during  which  Minister  LeRoy 
Fjordbotten  and  Federal  Minister  of 
State  for  Forestry  Frank  Oberle  took 
part  in  a  flag-raising  and  tree-planting 


Hon.  Frank  Oberle  and  Hon.  LeRoy  Fjordbotten  celebrate  the  Huestis  Forest 
ribbon-cutting  with  Marilyn  Holmes  and  Donna  Engcr,  daughters  of  Eric  Huestis. 


celebration.  Opening  remarks  were 
added  by  Al  Adair,  Minister  of 
Transportation  and  Utilities  and  MLA 
for  the  area,  Albert  Cooper,  federal 
MP  for  Peace  River,  Chuck  Geale, 
Director  of  Program  Support,  Roy 
Bickcll,  president  of  Canfor,  and 
Mayor  of  High  Level,  Bob  Walter.  As 
president  of  the  Alberta  Forestry  As- 
sociation, Mr.  Geale  raised  the  NFW 
flag  to  kick  off  national  forest  week  ac- 
tivities in  Alberta. 

Other  activities  around  the  province 
included  the  raising  of  flags  at  all 


ranger  stations,  forest  headquarters, 
supporting  forest  industry  offices,  and 
educational  institutions;  placement  of 
banners  on  six  bridge  overpasses  along 
main  travel  routes  in  Edmonton;  kick- 
off  of  a  planting  program  by  the  City 
of  Calgary;  tree  tours  of  the  University 
of  Alberta,  conducted  by  the  Junior 
Forest  Wardens;  poster  contests;  and 
forest  management  displays  at  trade 
fair  and  displays  venues  across  the 
province.  Over  35,000  trees  were 
planted  all  together,  and  media 
coverage  was  extensive. 

Story  continued  on  Page  4 


Angling  remains  good  despite  IPN  virus  strike 


Albertans  and  visitors  to  Alberta 
can  look  forward  to  another  good  year 
of  fishing  in  our  province,  despite  the 
impact  of  the  Infectious  Pancreatic 
Necrosis  (IPN)  virus  on  some  rainbow 
trout  in  the  Sam  Livingston  Fish 
Hatchery  in  Calgary. 

That's  the  message  Forestry,  Lands 
and  Wildlife  Minister  LeRoy  Fjordbot- 
ten  is  taking  to  Albertans  after  work- 
ing closely  with  the  Fisheries  Branch 
of  Fish  and  Wildlife  to  devise  a 
strategy  to  contain  the  effect  of  the 
IPN  virus.  "The  high  level  of  stocking 
of  young  fish  last  year,  especially  trout, 
ensures  a  healthy  supply  of  larger  fish 
in  lakes  this  year,"  the  Minister  says. 
"There  are  millions  of  full-grown  trout 
in  lakes  all  across  the  province." 


The  plan  worked  out  by  the  Mini- 
ster and  Fisheries  staff  has  seen  a  full 
60%  of  this  year's  rainbow  trout  stock 
at  the  Livingston  Hatchery  being 
planted  out  during  May  and  June. 
Ernie  Stenton,  Head  of  Sport 
Fisheries,  says  this  translates  into  good 
fishing  for  coming  years  as  well. 

"We're  stocking  out  over  2.9  million 
trout  in  178  lakes  this  spring,  and 
we're  right  on  schedule,"  says  Mr.  Sten- 
ton, adding  that  the  only  area  of  the 
province  that  will  miss  stocking  this 
year  is  the  lakes  in  the  Eastern  slopes 
region. 

Mr.  Fjordbotten  praises  the  work  of 
the  Fisheries  staff  in  responding  with 
speed  and  efficiency  in  checking  the 
spread  of  the  virus.  "Key  areas  have 
been  pinpointed  for  extensive  sam- 


pling of  naturally  occurring  trout 
populations  to  measure  the  extent  of 
the  virus  in  Alberta's  waters,"  notes 
the  Minister,  "and  testing  has  already 
begun  in  the  Bow  River  system." 

The  IPN  virus  presents  absolutely 
no  health  risk  to  people  who  handle  or 
consume  infected  fish.  In  fact,  the 
virus  does  not  affect  the  appearance 
or  taste  of  the  fish  at  all. 


Display  origins 
uncovered 


Mrs.  Margaret  Nelsen  and  Bernie 
Simpson  at  the  display  honoring  the  late 
Nornian  Nelsen. 


The  Alberta  Forest  Service 
museum  in  Hinton  was  recently  the  set- 
ting for  a  commemorative  ceremony  in 
recognition  of  the  late  Norman  B.  Nel- 
sen. Mr.  Nelsen,  an  employee  of  the 
Forest  Surveys  Branch  from  1956  to 
1974,  constructed  a  model  surveys  tent 
camp  for  a  Lands,  Forests  and 
Wildlife  conference  in  1959.  The 
model  now  serves  as  a  feature  exhibit 
in  the  museum,  which  is  located  on  the 
Forest  Technology  School  campus. 

The  display's  origin  was  unknown 
until  Mr.  Nelsen's  widow,  Margaret, 
brought  the  story  forward  this  past 
winter. 

Mrs.  Nelsen  visited  the  museum 
May  9  and  affixed  a  permanent  plaque 
to  the  display  in  recognition  of  her 
husband's  work.  In  attendance  at  the 
ceremony  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hallex, 
relatives  of  Mrs.  Nelsen;  Bernie 
Simpson,  Director,  Hinton  Technol- 
ogy School  (FTS);  Terry  Smith,  Head 
of  Administrative  Services,  FTS;  Bill 
Fairless,  Superintendent,  Edson 
Forest;  and  Frank  Lewis,  Chief 
Ranger,  Hinton  Ranger  District. 


Departmental  Dossier: 
Sandra  Myers 


As  Volunteer 
Steward  Coordinator  in 
the  Natural  Areas  Pro- 
gram, Sandra  Myers  is 
responsible  for  the  es- 
tablishment and  main- 
tenance of  a  volunteer 
steward  network  for  the 
effective  management 
of  Natural  Areas.  Get- 
ting the  public  involved 
in  conservation  is  the  key  task  for 
Sandra. 

As  Sandra  notes,  she's  doing 
something  she  loves.  Except  for  a 
brief  stint  in  the  private  sector, 
Sandra  has  been  with  the  depart- 
ment since  1978,  when  she  began 
with  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Division 
after  earning  a  Biological  Sciences 
diploma  in  Ecology  at  NAIT.  Over- 
seeing the  Volunteer  Steward  Pro- 
gram has  given  her  the  opportunity 
to  combine  her  skills  with  her  great 
interest  in  the  outdoors. 

"My  job  gives  me  great  satisfac- 
tion," says  Sandra,  "and  is  always 
presenting  me  with  a  diversity  of 
challenges.  I  like  the  balance  be- 
tween field  and  office  work,  and  I 
get  a  lot  of  opportunities  to  expand 
my  training  and  experience. 


A  new  feature  focusing  on 
a  department  employee. 


"But  the  best  thing 
about  my  job  is  the  many 
fascinating  volunteers  I 
get  to  work  with,"  she 
stresses.  "It's  great  to  see 
the  enthusiasm  for  con- 
servation ethics  among 
so  many  Albertans, 
many  of  whom  are 
dedicating  long  hours  of 
volunteer  work  to  their 
stewardship.  I've  made  some  good 
friends  from  among  the  volunteers." 

Sandra  is  pleased  with  the  way 
the  Volunteer  Steward  Program  has 
progressed  since  its  inception  in 
1987.  "I  consider  myself  lucky  to  be 
doing  something  that  I  really 
believe  in,  and  to  see  important 
ideas  become  reality." 

With  a  job  that  requires  so  much 
field  work,  Sandra  has  many  inter- 
esting stories  to  tell.  "One  time,  my 
supervisor  and  I  were  forced  to 
spend  two  days  trapped  on  a  cliff  by 
a  bear  who  wouldn't  let  us  off,"  she 
recalls.  "The  bear  had  already  eaten 
all  of  our  supplies,  including  a  box 
of  soap." 

"But  the  two  days  weren't  totally 
wasted,"  she  laughs,  "we  found  two 
rare  plants  on  our  cliff!" 


Mr.  McDougall  reflects  on  a  productive  career 


Fred  W.  McDougall,  Deputy  Minister 
since  May  1978  in  the  Department  of 
Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife  and  the 
previous  Renewable  Resources  group  in 
the  Department  of  Energy  and  Natural 
Resources,  recently  announced  his 
decision  to  pursue  a  career  in  the  forest 
industry. 

Mr.  McDougalVs  forestry  career 
began  with  the  Government  of  Canada 
in  1956,  when  he  was  hired  on  as  a  sum- 
mer student  with  the  Forest  Biology 
Group  working  on  a  forest  inventory 
crew  at  Hinton.  That  job  became  more 
interesting  than  expected  as  Fred  spent 
a  month  as  a  fire  fighter  on  the  Gregg 
River  fire.  After  graduating  in  Forestry 
from  the  University  of  New  Brunswick 
in  1959,  Fred  became  the  first  profes- 
sional forester  to  work  full  time  in  the 
Peace  River  Forest.  After  four  years  in 
that  position,  Mr.  McDougall  spent  a 
year  as  a  forester  with  Swanson  Lumber 
before  returning  to  the  Alberta  Forest 
Service  as  Head  of  Woods  Operations, 
where  he  looked  after  all  the  quota 
reconnaissance  work  that  was  necessary 
to  get  ready  for  the  introduction  of  the 
quota  system  in  1966.  In  1969,  he  rose 
to  become  Head  of  the  Forest  Manage- 
ment Branch,  and  five  years  later  was 
appointed  Director  of  Forestry,  and  As- 
sistant Deputy  Minister  for  the  Alberta 
Forest  Service,  a  position  he  held  until 
being  selected  Deputy  Minister. 

Tfie  development  and  phenomenal 
achievement  of  the  Alberta  Forest  Ser- 
vice and  the  Department  of  Forestry, 
Lands  and  Wildlife  has  in  no  small 
measure  been  due  to  the  hard  work  and 
perserverance  of  Fred  McDougall 
during  his  three  decades  with  the  govern- 
ment. Minister  LeRoy  Fjordbotten  has 
noted  that,  "Our  department  and  all 
users  of  Alberta's  natural  resources 


have  benefitted  from  the  tremendous 
skill  and  dedication  that  Fred  brought 
to  his  various  positions.  He  has  always 
demonstrated  a  commitment  to  the 
lands  and  wildlife  of  Alberta,  and  his 
love  of  the  province  has  consistently 
shaped  his  performance. " 

Cliff  Smith,  Assistant  Deputy  Mini- 
ster for  the  Alberta  Forest  Service, 
echoed  Mr.  Fjordbotten 's  sentiments. 
Cliff,  who  succeeded  Mr.  McDougall 
when  he  left  Peace  River  in  1963,  has 
had  a  unique  perspective  on  his 
colleague's  career.  "To  me,  Fred  is  a 
major  reason  why  our  forest  manage- 
ment program  has  become  the  envy  of 
the  continent.  His  vast  and  thorough 
knowledge  of  forestry  and  renewable 
resources,  along  with  his  tremendous 
drive  to  achieve  substantial  results,  has 
shaped  the  course  of  our  development, 
and  his  personal  stamp  will  be  apparent 
long  after  he  leaves  the  Department." 

TJie  Newsletter  had  the  opportunity 
to  speak  with  Mr.  McDougall  recently, 
and  to  capture  some  of  his  refections 
upon  a  distinctive  and  productive  career 
with  the  Alberta  Government. 

Q.    How  did  your  career  in  forestry 
begin  ? 

F.M.    I  began  as  a  summer  student 
while  earning  my  B.Sc.  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  New  Brunswick.  My  first  full- 
time  position  was  the  job  of  Forester 
in  the  Peace  River  Forest,  a  huge  area 
that  encompassed  what  are  now  the 
Peace  River  and  Footner  forests.  In 
fact,  one  memory  that  stands  out  is  the 
drive  in  my  1948  Chev  from  my  home 
in  Calgary  up  to  Peace  River.  It  was 
my  first  exposure  to  northern  Alberta, 
I  learned  early  to  appreciate  the  vast- 
ness  of  northern  Alberta  and  the  im- 
pressive size  of  the  northern  forest. 

Q.  WJiat  challenges  have  you  faced 
along  the  way? 

F.M.    My  greatest  challenge  as 
Deputy  Minister  has  been  to  maintain 
a  balance  in  the  department  between 
resource  utitization  and  development 
and  the  need  for  environmental 
protection  and  resource  conservation. 
In  a  word,  to  manage  diversity.  As  our 
department  grew,  and  as  the  need  for 
public  involvement  increased,  the  chal- 
lenge became  even  greater. 

Q.    Wliat  do  you  see  as  your 
greatest  accomplishments? 

F.M.  I've  been  lucky  enough  to 
have  had  a  part  in  a  number  of  sig- 


nificant developments  over  the  years. 
On  a  long-term  basis,  the  development 
of  integrated  resource  planning  is 
notable,  as  is  the  regionali/ation  of  the 
department,  which  has  allowed  us  to 
serve  all  of  the  province  much  more  ef- 
ficiently. I  am  also  pleased  with  the  sig- 
nificant progress  we  have  made  in 
establishing  protected  areas  such  as 
the  Bighorn  Wildland  Recreation 
Area,  and  the  Beehive  and  other  im- 
portant Natural  Areas. 

In  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  portfolio, 
highlights  for  me  have  been  the  crea- 
tion of  the  Cold  Lake  Fish  Hatchery 
and  the  role  I  was  able  to  play  in  estab- 
lishing the  walleye  rearing  program, 
the  Use  Respect  Program,  and  the 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Policy  and  the  new 
Wildlife  Act.  In  Public  Lands,  I  am 
proud  of  the  job  being  done  on  the 
Natural  Areas  Program,  the  Land 
Status  Automated  System,  and  the 
Grazing  Reserves  and  Grazing  Lease 
Improvement  programs.  When  the 
Bureau  of  Surveys  and  Mapping 
joined  our  Deparment,  we  initiated 
work  on  the  Land-Related  Informa- 
tion Systems  projects,  and  I  greatly 
regret  that  I'll  miss  seeing  that  become 
operational,  though  we've  made  great 
progress. 


"We  are  rapidly  develop- 
ing a  major  industry  based 
on  sound  forest  manage- 
ment principles" 


In  the  area  of  forestry,  I'm  very 
proud  of  the  improvements  we've 
made  to  our  forest  protection 
programs,  especially  our  first-rate 
forest  fire  control  organization  that 
was  revamped  in  the  early  1980s.  Our 
fire  program  is  the  envy  of  most  other 
jurisdictions.  I  am  also  proud  of  the 
highly  successful  Pine  Ridge  Forest 
Nursery  near  Smoky  Lake.  The  other 
major  accomplishment  during  my 
term  has  been  the  development  of 
Alberta's  forest  industry.  We  are 
rapidly  developing  a  major  industry 
based  on  sound  forest  management 
principles  while  maintaining  an  attrac- 
tive forest  for  wildlife  and  recreation. 

Story  continued  on  Page  4 


Mr.  McDoUgall  (continued  from  Page  3) 


Looking  back  over  all  of  my  years, 
one  very  personal  accomplishment  was 
the  rewriting  of  the  Forests  Act  and 
Regulations  in  1971,  when  I  was  Head 
of  the  Forest  Management  Branch. 
That  was  a  huge  branch  then,  made  up 
of  what  are  now  the  Timber  Manage- 
ment, Land  Use,  and  Reclamation  and 
Reforestation  branches,  and,  in  1971,  a 
new  government  came  in  that  was  look- 
ing for  changes.  The  forest  manage- 
ment and  reforestation  regulations  we 
perfected  then  have  stood  up  well,  al- 
though some  changes  are  now  ap- 
propriate, and  I  have  good  memories 
about  my  participation  during  those 
times. 

I  must  stress  that  all  of  these  ac- 
complishments have  only  been  pos- 
sible because  of  a  far-sighted  and 
concerned  government  that  has  made 
forests  and  wildlife  a  priority,  and,  per- 
haps most  importantly,  because  of  a 
really  top-notch  staff.  I  hate  to  see  the 
term  "bureaucrat"  applied  to  our 
department  because  nowhere  is  there 
greater  dedication  and  ability  than 
among  the  professionals,  technicians, 
and  other  employees  of  Forestry, 
Lands  and  Wildlife. 

Q.  U  liat  regrets  do  you  have  about 
leaving? 

F.M.    I'll  certainly  miss  the  people 
I've  had  the  pleasure  of  working  with 
over  the  years  As  well,  I  regret  that  I'll 
miss  the  completion  of  some  projects; 
we're  in  the  middle  of  some  very  excit- 
ing times  for  our  Department. 

Q.    W^h  at  h  ave  you  learn  ed  about 
yourself? 

F.M.    I  guess  I've  learned  that 
we're  all  shaped  by  our  jobs  without 
realizing  it  sometimes.  I've  been 
remarkably  able  to  achieve  the  things 
that  are  important  to  me,  and  feel  I've 
had  the  opportunity  to  make  some  real 
accomplishments  for  our  province. 
Though  I'm  certainly  no  diplomat,  I've 
learned  to  be  diplomatic  where  neces- 
sary while  remaining  results-oriented. 
I've  learned  that  I  judge  people  by 
results,  not  by  personality. 

Q.    Is  there  a  special  memory  that 
stands  out  for  you? 

F.M.    You  know,  what  I  remember 
most  vividly  are  my  first  years  with  the 
Department.  I'll  never  forget  fighting  a 
fire  north  of  Edson  in  1958.  We  lost 
containment,  and  I  was  trapped  when 
the  fire  crowned  right  past  me.  That's 
something  you  don't  forget. 


Q.  Any  words  of  advice  to  your  suc- 
cessor? 

F.M.    Just  that  there  are  not  a  lot 
of  black  and  whites  in  decision- 
making. There  are  critical  decisions 
that  need  to  be  made,  and  balanced 
judgment  is  needed.  Make  use  of  our 
excellent  staff,  who  will  work  hard  to 


The  week  was  rounded  out  by  pan- 
cake breakfasts,  field  tours  for  stu- 
dents, media,  and  the  general  public, 
logger  sports  competitions,  and  equip- 
ment demonstrations. 

Many  of  the  demonstrations  and 
competitions  occurred  at  the  Northern 
Alberta  Forestry  Show,  a  biennial 
event  held  in  conjunction  with  NFW. 
Grande  Prairie  was  the  host  city  for 
this  event,  which  included  logger  com- 
petitions and  other  events  while  equip- 
ment suppliers  exhibited  products  and 
the  forest  industry  had  a  chance  to 
showcase  its  successes.  Minister 
Fjordbotten  spoke  at  the  kick-off 
luncheon  for  the  show,  which  also 
presented  technical  sessions  and  semi- 
nars for  participants. 

"A  truly  special  part  of  the  week 
was  the  official  opening  of  the  Huestis 
Demonstration  Forest  near 
Whitecourt  on  May  9,"  notes  Mr. 
Skrenek.  "There  were  many  dignitaries 
on  hand  for  the  opening,  but  perhaps 
the  most  touching  moment  was  when 
Marilyn  Holmes  and  Donna  Enger, 
daughters  of  the  late  Eric  Huestis, 
took  part  in  the  ribbon-cutting." 

The  demonstration  forest  is  named 
after  Eric  Heustis,  a  former  forester, 
Director,  Fish  and  Game  Commis- 
sioner, and  Deputy  Minister  in  the  Al- 
berta Government.  Mr.  Huestis 
passed  away  in  1988. 

Funded  under  the  Canada-Alberta 
Forest  Resource  Development  Agree- 
ment, the  forest  covers  10  square 
kilometres  and  offers  guests  a  tour 
through  16  interpretive  sites  along  a 
self-guided  trail.  Each  site  on  the  trail 
demonstrates  a  different  management 
technique  or  stage  in  the  life  cycle  of  a 
forest. 

Looking  back  on  the  week,  Mr. 
Skrenek  expressed  satisfaction  with 
the  program's  success.  "As  far  as 
reaching  Albertans  and  getting  our 


provide  good,  sound  advice.  But  you 
will  find  it  impossible  to  satisfy 
everyone,  and  you  can  expect  lots  of 
criticism. 

Tlie  Department  extends  its  best 
wishes  to  Mr.  McDougall  in  his  new 
career.  Goodbye,  Fred! 


message  out,  this  has  probably  been 
the  best  National  Forest  Week  yet  in 
Alberta,"  he  says,  adding  that,  "there  is 
a  growing  awareness  of  the  impor- 
tance and  value  of  our  forests  across 
the  province,  and  National  Forest 
Week  helps  to  focus  attention  on  im- 
portant forestry  issues." 

Mr.  Skrenek  was  also  happy  that 
the  weather  cooperated  this  year  — 
temperatures  were  warm  and  skies 
were  clear.  He  also  saw  future  poten- 
tial in  a  new  initiative:  a  coloring  con- 
test and  joint  forestry  awareness 
venture  with  MacDonald's  restaurant 
at  Fort  McMurray. 


More 

Information? 

If  you  would  like  more  informa- 
tion on  the  contents  of  this 
newsletter,  or  any  information 
about  the  policies  and  programs 
for  Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife 
in  Alberta,  please  contact  the 
Communications  Branch. 

This  newsletter  is  published  10 
times  yearly  by  Alberta  Forestry, 
Lands  and  Wildlife. 

Editor:  Gordon  Turtle 
Comments,  questions  and  sug- 
gestions are  always  welcome. 
Please  contact  the  editor. 
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